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Oxford ‘City of Sanctuary’

There are at present an estimated 2000 refugees and people seeking sanctuary living in Oxford. While refugees and sanctuary seekers contribute much to the life of our city, many continue to find themselves excluded from access to work, public services and decision-making. 

A group has therefore been established to work towards Oxford becoming a ‘City of Sanctuary’. The UK-wide ‘City of Sanctuary’ movement began in 2005 and aims to build a culture of hospitality for refugees and people seeking sanctuary – a culture which welcomes newcomers and enables them to contribute fully to community life. Sheffield was the first city to be granted this status in 2007 and other cities involved in the movement now include Bristol, London, Coventry and Bradford.

In order to qualify for this status, Oxford needs to demonstrate that it can achieve four essential goals. The first goal is:

To achieve resolutions of support from a significant and representative proportion of local groups and organisations. These should include a commitment to welcoming and including people seeking sanctuary in the groups’ activities; and evidence of practical efforts to build relationships between those seeking sanctuary and local people.

Participation by the various groups in Oxford is plainly of key significance in encouraging others to do this, since the hospitality and support for the stranger and the vulnerable are core principles for all society. We are inviting you to propose to your own organisation that they should consider a resolution to join. A suggested resolution, which can simply be signed and returned to us, can be found on the form attached to this letter.

The other goals of the ‘City of Sanctuary’ movement are to involve refugee communities in the running of the movement, to have a resolution of support from the City Council and to develop a strategy for working towards greater inclusion of refugees and people seeking sanctuary in Oxford.

The Oxford ‘City of Sanctuary’ steering group is currently working hard within the city in order to achieve these.

If you would like further information or some practical ‘hands on’ ideas about how your organisation can actively get involved and support refugees and people seeking sanctuary, please visit: www.cityofsanctuary.org or email: oxford@cityofsanctuary.org. We would also be interested to hear about any work that you are already doing to welcome refugees and people seeking sanctuary. Finally, would you consider appointing from your organisation a person who would be prepared to meet with others from our communities to discuss ways in which the hopes of this movement may be fulfilled?

With thanks and our best wishes,
Amy Merone, Chair, Oxford ‘City of Sanctuary’
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Resolution of Support
Name of organisation:

________________________________________________________

“We recognise the contribution of sanctuary seekers and refugees to the City of Oxford, and are committed to welcoming and including them in our activities. We support Oxford becoming a recognised 'City of Sanctuary' for refugees and sanctuary seekers.”

Signed: _________________________________

Position: _________________________________
Email address: ____________________________
Support for refugees and sanctuary seekers we are currently involved in:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please indicate if interested:

We would be interested in being on a ‘City of Sanctuary’ mailing list

We would like more information on the movement

We would like to appoint someone from our organisation to meet with others to take the movement in Oxford forward

Name and Position:      _________________________________

Email address:              _________________________________
Organisation address:  _________________________________

Please return this form to:

Oxford City of Sanctuary

C/o Oxfordshire Racial Equality Council (OREC)

The Old Courthouse

Floyds Row

Oxford

OX1 1SS

Email: oxford@cityofsanctuary.org 
