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Chance or Choice?  Understanding why asylum seekers come to the UK

Heaven Crawley  
Swansea University  Jan 2010

Interviews were conducted with 43 refugees and asylum-seekers exploring their motivation for coming to the UK including 10 who arrived as separated children.  They came from a range of countries including the Democratic Republic of Congo, Eritrea, Iraq, Iran and Zimbabwe.

The main findings were as follow:

· Most asylum-seekers had been in fear of their lives in their home countries.  Their primary objective was reaching a place of safety.

· Over two-thirds did not specifically choose to come to the UK to claim asylum.  Most only discovered they were coming to the UK after leaving their home country or even on arrival.

Some wanted to go to other countries but were unable to do so.

· Most people fleeing for their lives were helped to leave by an agent who made the key decisions about their destination and facilitated their journey.

· There is no evidence e that asylum-seekers were coming to the UK because they wanted access to welfare benefits or work here. Three-quarters had no knowledge of UK benefits or support.

· Less than a third had specifically chosen the UK – of those who did the presence of friends or families and belief hat their human rights would be respected were important reasons

· A third were from countries which had previously been British colonies or under British administration.  For the minority who made choices about where to claim asylum – historical or colonial links played an important role – language was not so significant.

Full report
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/Resources/Refugee%20Council/downloads/rcchance.pdf
Summary report

http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/Resources/Refugee%20Council/downloads/chancechoice.pdf
GUIDES

Seeking Support: A guide to the rights and entitlements of separated refugee and asylum seeking children

The Children's Legal Centre guide "'Seeking Support: A rights to the rights and entitlements of separated refugee and asylum seeking children' updates previous versions of the guide published by Save the Children. 

A comprehensive overview of the issues affecting this group, it includes sections on the asylum process, legal advice, age disputes and turning 18 to help those who work with unaccompanied children in the new asylum process to access the right services. The guide also provides information on health, education and employment. 

This guide will be useful for professionals in statutory and voluntary sector agencies, such as advocates, teachers and social work staff. 

http://www.childrenslegalcentre.com/Resources/CLC/Documents/PDF%20A-M/Seeking%20Support%20Complete.pdf
Vulnerable women - good practice guide

The Vulnerable Women’s Project Good Practice Guide: Assisting Refugee and Asylum Seeking Women affected by Rape or Sexual Violence [February 2009]

The Vulnerable Women’s Project Good Practice Guide: Assisting Refugee and Asylum Seeking Women affected by Rape or Sexual Violence explains the Refugee Council approach to best practice in caring for women who have been subject to sexual violence, including rape. The guide has been written to assist staff in RCOs, Refugee Agencies and other welfare and advice organisations that provide services to refugee and asylum seeking women. It is also intended as a tool for staff in rape crisis centres and health service settings who encounter refugee and asylum seeking women who have been raped or exposed to sexual violence.

	


   access the report via this icon

Gathering Evidence Effectively.  A rough guide to navigating secondary sources of data and information on refugees and asylum seekers in the UK

ICAR  City University  Updated Nov 2009

http://www.icar.org.uk/
A guide for students and researchers.
VOUCHER SCHEME
	


On Saturday January 23rd from 1.00 to 4.00 p.m. Secular Hall hosted a “Bring and Share Gathering”, so that Asylum Seekers and the Supporters who put up the money for our monthly voucher exchanges could meet each other. Around 70 to 80 people came, roughly equal numbers of asylum seekers and supporters, including some well behaved young children, for whom we provided toys.  Altogether it turned out to be a very enjoyable afternoon.  There was lots of tempting English food, but in addition we had beef stews and bean dishes from Zimbabwe, chicken stew from Somalia, Russian salads, wonderful Sri Lankan chocolate cake and small round deep-fried breads called “puff puffs”. (We gave anyone who volunteered to bring some dish from their own country £5 to cover their costs.) There was so much food that we had to persuade people to take some home with them at the end of the day.  We had a Zimbabwean disc jockey (with music too loud for my taste but you can’t please everyone) and during the afternoon about a dozen members of the Red Leicester choir performed a number of their songs. There was an enthusiastic response to some of the African songs and groups of asylum seekers joined the choir and added rhythmic movements and ululation. Following this the asylum seekers went on to perform several more native songs.
I have had a lot of feedback from people who attended saying how much they enjoyed the “party”. It was so successful that we are thinking of making it a regular thing. The Secular Society is exploring the possibility of getting some funding from the Council in the name of community cohesion, in order to run similar days, perhaps every month or two.
Bessie Hayes
bessie.hayes@ntlworld.com
EVENT

Food for Thought

March 4  2010

9-1pm County Hall Glenfield

An event bringing together organisations who support refugees and asylum seekers looking at additional sources of support and seeking new partners.
