[image: image1.png]n CITY OF SaNCTUAaRrY




Leicester City of Sanctuary

NEWS  UPDATE – NO. 1:  AUGUST  2009

BENEFITS

The Government is cutting its cash support to asylum seekers from October.  Currently adults over 25 receive £42.16 a week which is 30% less than the regular Income Support rate for residents.  There are plans to reduce this to £35.15 leaving people with only £5 a day to live on.  Refugee Action is inviting people to write to Refugee Minister Phil Woolas to protest.
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/news/news/2009/july/20090730.htm
HEALTH
The Government has published the main findings of its review into access to health care for foreign nationals. The review was carried out jointly by the Home Office and the Department of Health and concludes that the current regulations should essentially remain the same, but proposes to expand the entitlement to free health care to refused asylum seekers who are in receipt of government support known as Section 4.  This is offered to a small number of refused asylum seekers who are unable to return home and to unaccompanied children. Previous proposals to charge for primary care appear to have been dropped.  The Refugee Council comments that very few asylum seekers currently qualify for Section 4 so that the vast majority will still not be entitled for treatment until their condition becomes life threatening. They welcome the fact that the proposals for charging for primary care have been dropped.
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/news/news/2009/july/20090731.htm
The report of a conference organised by Leicester City of Sanctuary in conjunction with Leicestershire Partnership NHS Trust on mental health issues affecting refugees and asylum seekers on 8th June 2009 has just been released.

For further details check  
http://www.hatnews.org/2009/06/17/creating-partnership-through-fluency-in-asylum/
PERCEPTIONS OF REFUGEES

A Perceptions of Refugees poll carried out on behalf of the Red Cross and published during Refugee Week found that the British public regularly overestimate the numbers of refugees applying for asylum.  35% thought that more than 100,000 apply each year rather than 25,670 (2008).  Most thought that the UK hosts 24% of the world’s asylum seekers rather than 3% as is actually the case. Most thought that refugees were low skilled workers rather than professionals as is most often the case. More encouragingly the vast majority associated refugees with at least one positive rather than negative attributes.
http://www.redcross.org.uk/standard.asp?id=95801
REFUGEE  SKILLS

Research by the Refugee Council and Zimbabwe Association published on 14 July 2009 shows the range of skills in the refugee Zimbabwean community currently unused because refugees are not allowed to work.  A survey of 292 Zimbabweans show that:

64% are educated to GCSE level and beyond

Only 3 were previously unemployed in their home country

45 were qualified teachers and lecturers

Other occupations included town planners, surveyors, transport managers, engineers, mechanics and IT specialists

63% would like to return to Zimbabwe when it is safe.

http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/news/press/2009/july/20090714.htm
REGISTRATION THREAT FOR COMMUNITY ADVICE AGENCIES
The UK  Border Agency has issued a consultation on the registration of agencies who provide immigration advice. “UK Border Agency Consultation Oversight of the Immigration Advice Sector.”

Agencies providing advice to refugees and asylum seekers have to register and pay a fee at present.  Only those who provide free advice such as community agencies are exempt. One of UKBAS’s proposals is that a fee of £400 should be extended to agencies currently providing free advice to avoid exploitation in this sector.  The Refugee Council is opposed to this measure as they feel it will disproportionately affect refugee community organisations who receive minimum funding at present. 
http://www.hatnews.org/2009/08/11/refugee-council-responds-to-ukba-consultation-on-immigration-advice/
SUPPORT FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

St Philip’s Centre in Evington is recruiting a worker starting in September to develop the leadership skills of young people from a wide range of faiths and cultures in Leicester and Leicestershire.  The worker will be responsible for organising and delivering a variety of faith community development programmes for young people aged 14+ and young adults.

Further information:  clare.downing@stphilipscentre.co.uk
Education Grants for Young Asylum Seekers

The Schwab and Westheimer Trusts provide educational funding in the form of grants to young asylum seekers and refugees where alternative sources of funding are inadequate.

The Trusts invite applications including those with unresolved immigration status. Previous funding has included assistance with course fees, English tuition, computers, childcare and transport. The closing date for applications are 1 March and 1 September in the year.
Further information:  http://schwabwestheimertrust.org.uk
EVENTS

August 30 2009:  Nottingham’s first free festival celebrating Polish and other cultures will take place on the Forest Recreation Ground.

City of Sanctuary is a movement to build a culture of hospitality for asylum seekers and refugees

www.cityofsanctuary.com
